	SECTION M SURFACE FINISHES
	Product and manufacturer’s details
	Ability to be disassembled, reused, recycled, downcycled

YY=yes, easily

YH= yes, with high work input 

N=no

U=unknown 

V-varies according to product 
	Relevant system features 
	Non-disassembleable / reusable / recyclable alternatives
	Issues to consider
	Advantages of reusable/ recyclable option
	Frequency of use / examples of reuse / recycling

	RUBBER/ PLASTICS/ CORK/ LINO/ CARPET TILING/ SHEETING
	Product: Quick release system

Main use: bonding flexible floor finishes – hospitals, retail, airports

Manufacturer: Laybond &Uzin


	Reuse as new – NA

Reuse 2nd hand – NA

Recycling – NA

Downcycle – NA


	A sheet made of two easily separated layers installed in between the structural floor and the floor finish. To remove the floor finish the separating layer is split and the floor finish can be removed very quickly without damage to the finish and the substrate.
	Bonding floor finishes directly to substrate
	The release system enables the potential reuse of flexible floor finishes such as carpets and linoleum. Currently the release systems is used because of the time benefit and the lack of disruption to building use and the floor finish itself is not usually  reused, however this could be done.

Where alternative systems of laying carpets and plastic sheet materials are possible (e.g. edge fitted carpeting or interlocking loose laid rubber tiles) these should be used in preference to a bonded system.
	Time requirements for the removal of floor finishes is minimal, therefore refurbishments and changes of layouts are facilitated. 

The disruption of the building use by the process of floor finish removal is also minimised minimising potential loss of income.
	Increasing

	RUBBER/ PLASTICS
	Product: Interlocking floor tiles
Main use: industrial, leisure, commercial
Manufacturer: Scan-lock (recycled PVC tiles) 
Ecotile (recycled PVC tiles) www.ecotile.com
Dalsouple (recycled rubber tiles) www.dalsouple.com
	Reuse as new – YY
Reuse 2nd hand – YY
Recycling – YY
Downcycle – YY

	Floor tiles with interlocking edges which do not need adhesive for installation.

	Floor tiles bonded to substrate
	
	The replacement of a whole floor or individual tiles (when damaged) is very simple to do. This reduces maintenance costs and provides flexibility in terms of changing layouts. 
The work environment for the installers is healthier than when installing floor systems with adhesives. 

The floor system enable the inclusion of signs in the floor surface more easily than with large rolls of sheet material. 
	Common use
Common reuse



	CORK
	Product: Corkloc 

Main use: flooring finish

Manufacturer: Wincanders

www.wincanders.com
	Reuse as new – YH

Reuse 2nd hand – YY

Recycling – N

Downcycle – U


	HDF core is shaped to create a junction between floor boards that doesn’t require glue. The junction can be opened with a special tool. The boards include an underlay.
	Cork flooring fixed with adhesive to the substrate can not be reused and is very difficult and time-consuming to separate and clean
	The laminated floor boards can be reused, but their composite nature means that the recycling of individual materials is impossible. 
	Of particular use in retail areas where the layout of displays is changed often or in temporary buildings. 

The ease of dismantling is also beneficial in domestic situations where layouts have to be changed or where an internal refurbishment is desired.
	Increasing use

	TIMBER
	Product: glueless self-locking timber floor
Main use: flooring finish Manufacturers : OSMO - 
www.osmouk.com (Unique toploc)
Kährs  (Woodloc)

Karelia – www.kareliawoodflooring-uk.com (Profiloc) 
	Reuse as new – YH

Reuse 2nd hand – YY

Recycling – N
Downcycle – YY

	Spruce core is shaped to create a junction between floor boards that doesn’t require glue. The junction can be opened with a special tool.
	Timber flooring fixed with adhesive to the substrate can not easily be reused and is very difficult and time-consuming to separate and clean.
Nailed timber flooring is more time-consuming to remove

There are some laminate glueless self-locking floors that can be reused, but can not be recycled or downcycled due to their composite nature 
	The boards can be reused and downcycled to lower grade timber products. 
	Of particular use in retail areas where the layout of displays is changed often or in temporary buildings. 
The ease of dismantling is also beneficial in domestic situations where layouts have to be changed or where an internal refurbishment is desired.
	Increasing use

	CARPETING
	Product: edge fitted carpeting

Main use: domestic


	Reuse as new – N

Reuse 2nd hand – YY

Recycling – V

Downcycle – V


	Carpet fixed with carpet grippers at the perimeter of a room
	Carpet fixed with adhesive
	End of line carpets are being used to manufacture interior products. It is therefore possible that in future post-consumer carpet waste could be used to produce similar products, but at the moment post consumer carpets are landfilled.
	Fixing with without adhesives will avoid VOC emissions during the installation process providing a healthier work environment and during the first period of occupation of the building.


	Common use
Reuse uncommon

	
	Product: Solenium
Main use: commercial
Manufacturer: Interface
www.interfaceeurope.com
	Rating:

Reuse as new – N
Reuse 2nd hand – YY
Recycling – YY
Downcycle – YY

	Carpet tiles, which can be recycled 100%
	Most other carpet can at best be downcycled to produce a different product, thus lengthening the life of the material, but not creating a closed loop. 
	Solenium is a virtually unique carpet product in that its life cycle is one of a loop rather than linear, as the waste materials are reused infinitely. 
	Interface offers a service whereby individual worn carpet tiles are replaced on a regular basis rather than replacing all flooring tiles on one occasion. This avoids the disruption associated with large scale maintenance work and ensures that the flooring looks good at all times. 
	limited market share








